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Friday 21st January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

We were cautiously pleased to hear the Government announcement this week on the easing of Covid-19 restrictions. 

I’m sure all of us are longing to return to something that feels more normal, but we are also very aware that other 

local schools are still battling cases amongst both staff and pupils even if we are not. We also know that there are 

some, including staff, live or work with people who remain vulnerable and we want to be sensible in how me move 

forward. 

 

We received the following from Public Health Dorset yesterday: “Though infection levels have fallen, case rates 

remain high locally. There are still lots of people across Dorset catching COVID-19 every day and becoming unwell. 

We should still keep doing anything we can to prevent transmission of the virus. Remember that health and care 

services are still extremely busy so we need to do all we can to protect essential frontline services, as well as our 

friends and loved ones.” 

 

From next Thursday, in line with the latest Government guidance (and as a small setting which does not get overly 
busy), we will drop our requirement for parents, staff and regular volunteers to wear masks around the school. The 
building will remain well ventilated as it is now and we will still be asking staff and visitors to take regular lateral flow 
tests. We also fully respect anyone who chooses to continue to wear a mask, whether staff, volunteers, or parents 
dropping off and collecting from school. It is important to note that Public Health Dorset still advise that – “It’s still 
sensible to wear a mask in crowded indoor spaces where you’re coming into contact with other people.” We will 
therefore continue to manage drop-off and pick-up outside and keep collective worship times to pupils and staff 
only. Hopefully we can relax this further as we come into the Spring. 
 
“Self-isolation remains an important measure to stop infectious people spreading the virus on to others, so if you 
develop symptoms or test positive on a lateral flow test, please self-isolate immediately and follow the guidance.” 
We thank you for your continued support with managing all of this with us. As always, please do contact us if you 
have any concerns or questions. 
 
Learning Highlights  

Coneys children said they had been having great fun with money – learning to count money, combining notes and 

coins to make different amounts. Lots of the children had brought in old money, as well as coins from around the 

world. 

The children in Lamberts wanted two learning highlights this week. They have enjoyed learning about living things in 

sciences, specifically vertebrates and invertebrates. Their other favourite was in RE, looking at beautiful parts of 

creation, including the scenery around school. 

In Pilsdon, the children said they enjoyed writing their diary entries about refugees, while in Art, they explored 

repeated patterns, liking this to African Art. 

 

Pupils of the Week    Congratulations to: -  

Coneys: George Symonds 

Lamberts: Archie Winnett 

Pilsdon: Benjamin Roberts 

 



House Points 
 

 Red Green Yellow Blue 

This Week’s Total 55 82 85 62 

Running Total 140 155 176 149 

This Week’s Winner Yellow 

 

Punctuality 

 

We have seen a real improvement in punctuality overall this week which has really helped with our morning phonics 

sessions so thank you to all those who have put in a bit of extra effort to arrive in good time each morning.  

 

While we’re on a roll then, please can I ask that you are as prompt as possible picking up at the end of the day too? I 

know that parking can be problematic, and we will always work around this or be happy to help when emergencies 

occur. However, teachers often have meetings and other commitments after school, and we have still had a few 

children left 15 minutes after the end of the school day over the past week or so which have then caused teachers 

issues getting to meetings or training on time. If you know you are going to be late for some reason, please try to let 

us know where possible 

 

Timetable Updates 

 

We are stepping up our Read, Write Inc reading sessions next week which will lead to some slight timetable changes. 

The children have adapted brilliantly to these new lessons – no sooner has the morning register been taken than they 

all leap up and head off to various places around the school for their phonics time! All of the teachers and teaching 

assistants are involved in teaching groups during RWI sessions but we also want to ensure that they are available to 

support children throughout the school during other lessons. We will therefore be moving our breaktimes by 10 

minutes to allow us to adjust the timings of English and maths lessons to work around this.  

 

PFA Meeting 

 

A PFA fundraising meeting is being held on Monday 24th January 2022, 7.30pm at Hunters Lodge Inn, nr Axminster.  
This meeting will be to discuss Easter fundraising plans and how we can increase funds or find grants to apply for, to 
help towards the climbing frame. Please note that we appreciate some parents would like to attend meetings but are 
unable to in the evenings, so the next meeting will be held in the afternoon, at school or in the church, before school 
pick up. We would love to see some new faces, so if your New Year’s resolution is to get more involved in your local 
community or do something out of your comfort zone, we'd love to see you. We promise we won't throw any tasks 
at you! See you on Monday 24th January!  
 

Dates to Remember 

February 

Wednesday 9th Stockland Races 

Monday 21st to Friday 25th inclusive Half term 

March 

Thursday 3rd World Book Day 

Monday 7th Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 8th Parents Evening 

Wednesday 16th March Stockland Races 

Friday 8th April Term Ends 

 

This Week’s Letter and Email 

Lamberts’ Samba Lessons 

West Dorset & Dorset Council Support for Parents and Carers 

PFA Meeting on 24th January 

Peter Beare 
Acting Head of 

Marshwood C.E. Primary Academy 
Have a wonderful weekend! 


