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Friday 28th January 2022  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

It has been another busy week! One in which many of us have appreciated a little relaxation of the rules and 

remembering again what people look like under their masks! At the same time, we are still reminded of the ongoing 

risks as we continue to start each day with the all-too-familiar swab up the nostrils.  

 

Amidst all the busyness again this week, I have been trying to take time to appreciate some of the small things that 

we can easily miss or take for granted. The early morning sun over the hills has been beautiful this week and I love 

that I’m one of a very few headteachers who can boast of a sea view from their office window! I love it when I say 

‘good morning’ to children at the gate and they return the greeting or just give me a smile. One child this week even 

stopped to ask me how I was that morning before walking into school. I’ve appreciated the children who remember 

to say thank you to the teacher standing in the road as they return from the Church at the end of collective worship, 

and the ones who stop in the corridor to let someone else pass. I’m grateful when Mrs Beer comes along and mops 

up the coffee stains in the sink when the teachers have had to make their coffee in a rush between lesson time and 

break duty. It has given me a real boost this week too when people have stopped to pass on an encouraging word 

about the school and the staff.  

 

Thank you to all of you for the contribution you make to the Marshwood community being what it is. Even in the 

busy and challenging weeks, remembering some of these little but very important positives can make a really big 

difference. 

 

 

Learning Highlights  

 In Coneys class, the children have been enjoying gymnastics in PE. They are learning floor work, using mats to 

perfect their rolls and balances. 

In Literacy, the children in Pilsdon have started their new book “The Garbage King” by Elizabeth Laird, learning lots 

about the characters and the setting [Mr Beare was very impressed when he studied Chapter 2 with them earlier 

this week]. 

 

Lamberts children really enjoyed hunting for and 

identifying invertebrates around the school grounds 

this week.  

 

How lovely to see the children enjoying the pond 

and garden area which hopefully will start to see 

even more use as the weather improves into the 

Spring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pupils of the Week 

Congratulations to: -  

Coneys: Joshua Ray 

Lamberts: Maddie Johnson 

Pilsdon: Poppy Morris 

 

 

 Marshwood Stars  

 

Coneys  Lamberts  Pilsdon Pen 

Certificate of Learning 

Henry Guppy 
Joshua Ray 

 
Values Certificate 

Holly Symonds 
 Grace Johnson 

Certificate of Learning 

Elsie Ballam 
Dexter Bailey 

 

Values Certificate 

Sam Chapman 
Edith Hooper 

 

Certificate of Learning 

Rufus Waite 
Lily Hedditch 

 
Values Certificate 

Owen Legg 
Oliver Casebourne 

 
 
 
House Points  
 

 Red Green Yellow Blue 

This Week’s Total 80 107 104 75 

Running Total 220 262 280 224 

This Week’s Winner Green  

 

 
Drum Lessons 
 
As we look to continue to expand the range of extra-curricular activities on 
offer to the children at Marshwood, there will be an opportunity for children 
to begin drum lessons at school. Please ask Mrs Jevons (either in person or 
through the school office) for a letter if your child is interested. Priority will be 
given to children who are not already having instrumental lessons in school. 
 
After School Clubs 
 
We would love to begin offering a wider range of after school clubs at 
Marshwood but to do so we need as much support as possible. If you think 
you could offer up an hour a week after school, even just for a six-week period 
then we’d love to hear from you. You might have a skill or interest that you’d 
be keen to share with a group of children, or just a willingness to give your 
time. Please let me know through the school office if you think you can offer 
any time. Thank you. 
 
 



 
 
Volunteer Readers 
 
We are very lucky to have some fantastic volunteers (Mrs Dilke, Mrs Pitfield and Ms Burridge) who come into school 
every week and listen to different children read. Mrs Symonds used to come in as well but is now working for us as a 
TA instead, so we’d love to boost our bank of volunteers. If you or someone you know might be able to give up some 
regular time, then we’d love to hear about it – don’t be put off if you can’t do every week or can’t come in for very 
long as every little bit really does help us out. 
 
New Website pending 
 
Amongst other things, I have been kept busy this week working on our new school website which should be 
launching soon, hopefully around half term. My apologies if there are things which are out-of-date on the current 
website as we manage the transition. If you are ever unsure about anything then please do let me know via the 
school office. In the meantime, do keep following us on Instagram for the latest photos of what’s been going on in 
and around the school. 
 
Year 5/6 end of year activities 
 
Pilsdon Pen parents will shortly be receiving an online questionnaire to gather views on this year’s end of year 
activities for years 5 and 6. We have not managed to hold a residential for the past few years but last year held a very 
popular and successful ‘Activities Week’ instead. Miss Thompson and I would love your feedback as we make plans 
for this year so please do complete the form as soon as you can. 
 
 

  

Dates to Remember 

February 

Wednesday 9th Stockland Races 

Monday 21st to Friday 25th inclusive Half term 

March 

Thursday 3rd World Book Day 

Monday 7th Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 8th Parents Evening 

Wednesday 16th March Stockland Races 

Friday 8th April Term Ends 

  

 

 

Have a lovely weekend! 
 

Peter Beare 
Acting Head of  

Marshwood C.E. Primary Academy 


