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Primary Academy News   
Friday 7th January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Welcome back to the Spring Term 2022! It has been great to see everyone back this week – on our first day back we 

had 100% attendance from pupils and staff which is especially brilliant under the circumstances. This half term, our 

Christian value in focus is peace, something we could all do with after the busyness of Christmas and the ongoing 

Covid-19 pandemic – whoever thought we’d still be battling it like this so long after its discovery around 2 years ago? 

This week in our online collective worship, we looked at the life of Archbishop Desmond Tutu who died on Boxing 

Day. We reflected on how peace comes when we recognise that we all have different parts to play and can talk 

openly with those we disagree with as well as those we agree with. Best wishes for a happy and peaceful year in 

2022 from all of us at Marshwood School. 

 

Updated Covid-19 Assessment 

 

We had made some minor adjustments to our Covid risk assessment. mainly around the new rules for self-isolating 

and testing which we have attached to the end of this newsletter. We continue to use enhanced cleaning, increased 

ventilation and a focus on hygiene through handwashing and sanitising as our main safeguards in line with the latest 

government guidance. We are also continuing to ask adults to wear masks around the school site, which includes 

staff as they move around the school. We are aware that the cold weather this week has led to some children feeling 

very cold. We are doing our best to manage this sensibly and get the right balance between a safe and productive 

working temperature and sufficient ventilation. You can support us best in this by ensuring children come to school 

with plenty of layers of clothing, especially on the coldest days! We are currently limiting any indoor mixing of classes 

as an extra precaution as everyone returns from their Christmas and New Year activities. Collective worship sessions 

are taking place online through Google Meet or outdoors if practical. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have 

any questions or concerns at all, especially with regard to any symptoms or notification of test results or close 

contacts. Thank you. 

 

Learning Highlights  

The children in Coneys have been writing brilliant recounts about events of their own Christmas Days.  

Lamberts are enjoying learning their times tables and multiplication. 

Continuing their Science experiment from last term, Pilsdon are amazed by the results of their mould investigation 

on bread and how it has developed over the holidays. 

 

Pupils of the Week    Congratulations to: -  

Coneys: Fleur Johnston-Hyde 

Lamberts: Henry Chapman 

Pilsdon: Tom Hornsby 

House Points 
 

 Red Green Yellow Blue 

This Week’s Total 36 19 32 28 

Running Total 36 19 32 28 

This Week’s Winner Red 



 
Try-it-Tuesday 

 

Children in Coneys class have Try-it-Tuesday every week, when they are all encouraged to try the school lunch. Even 

if you send in a packed lunch, your child will still be offered the cooked main meal first. You would be surprised at the 

number of children who find they like something, having tried it for the first time. Please do encourage your child to 

give this a go and by asking them how they enjoyed it when you see them later in the day too! The main meal will be 

ordered for anyone who has not already ordered something. 

 

Chinese New Year Meal 

 

To celebrate the Chinese New Year, the Year of the Tiger, it has been proposed that the lunch on Tuesday 1st 
February will be Chinese Chicken Noodles with Stir Fry Veg, just a straight swop from the Mexican Tortilla Pie. Further 
details to follow.  
 

A prompt start for Phonics 

 

Staff have been working incredibly hard to implement a new phonics reading scheme across the school since 

September called Read, Write Inc. We are already seeing children making excellent progress through their daily 

phonics speed sound sessions and we are now picking up with additional reading sessions too. 

 

Sessions begin promptly at 9am each day following registration at 8.55am. It really helps us and the children when 

everyone arrives in good time as any late arrivals in the morning not only miss some of their session, but can also 

disrupt the learning of others. The gate opens each day at 8.40am so please plan to arrive in plenty of time! 

 

Breakfast Club 

 

We do have plenty of space available at our breakfast club most days and we want to make sure we can keep this 

valuable resource available for all those who need it either regularly or occasionally. Please speak to Mrs Hillier in the 

school office if you’d like more details. 

 

PE and Forest School Timetable 

 

We no longer have Mr Berryman coming in on Thursdays this term so there are some slight changes to the PE 

timetable. It is also the turn of Lamberts to  

 

PE and Forest School 

  Coneys Lamberts Pilsdon 

Monday     PE 

Tuesday PE     

Wednesday   PE PE 

Thursday PE Forest School   

Friday       

 

Message from Mrs Strawbridge:- 

This Spring term Lamberts class will take part in Forest School on Thursday mornings.  I'm really looking 

forward to leading the sessions with Lamberts Class, supported by Miss Robertshaw and our team of 

volunteers.  This will begin next week Thursday 13th January 2022.  

 

On Forest School days children need to arrive to school 'Forest School Ready' with sensible, warm clothing 

on.  Layers that can be removed (if need be) are best.  The weather can be particularly cold and wet this time 

of year, so please dress and equip the children accordingly. Children will need to bring/wear waterproof 

trousers, a warm waterproof coat and wellington boots in a bag (Please encourage the children to leave 

wellington boots in a plastic bag under the bench in the entrance ready to change into on our way).    

 



It is also advisable they bring a hat and gloves and preferably wear warm socks or two pairs perhaps to keep 

their feet warm.  We do have a few spare pairs of waterproofs and wellies in case children forget or don't 

own them.   

 

It is advisable for the children to bring in spare trousers and socks in case they should get very muddy or 

wet.   

 

Warm, woody wishes,  

 

Mrs Strawbridge  

 
 

Dates to Remember  

  

February 

Wednesday 9th Stockland Races 

Monday 21st to Friday 25th inclusive Half term 

Wednesday 16th March Stockland Races 

Friday 8th April Term Ends 

  

This Week’s Emails 

After School Sports Club 

Lamberts – Forest School 

 

 

Latest Covid-19 Guidance 

 

The Government have updated the requirements for self-isolation following a positive PCR.  

Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test 

result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for any 

reason. 

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two 
negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be 
taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. This also 
applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at parental or guardian discretion. If both these test results are 
negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second 
negative test result and return to your education setting from day 7. 
 

There has also been changes to the requirements for close contacts. 

Daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19 

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, 
identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for seven days 
and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms 
at any time. 
 

If you develop any of the following symptoms, please do not send your child to school. Please book a PCR 

test and isolate until you receive the results. (Please ensure it is a PCR test at a testing station not a Lateral 

Flow Test) 

 

 



Symptoms 

The most important symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of any of the following: 

• a new continuous cough 

• a high temperature 

• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

For most people, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. However, if you have any of the symptoms above, even if 
your symptoms are mild, stay at home and arrange to have a test. 

Examples of when to end self-isolation if you have had COVID-19 
symptoms or have received a positive COVID-19 test result 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Beare 
Acting Head of 

Marshwood C.E. Primary Academy 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

