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Primary Academy News   
 

Friday 25th March 2022  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

We’ve had more than our fair share of absence again this week. Unfortunately, Covid cases still seem to be 

very prevalent everywhere as do a variety of other viruses and bugs and things. The school staff have been 

amazing once again as we’ve struggled through with a third of the staff off this week. We wish all staff, 

pupils and families who are unwell currently a speedy recovery! 

 

As you will know, we believe that fulltime education is very important for all our children, not least after 

the last few disrupted years. It has been very difficult maintaining high attendance alongside managing the 

spread of Covid and we appreciate everyone working with us on this. We are proud that overall we have 

kept attendance up at 94.6% however, we do have a fairly high number of children who are now classed as 

persistently absent, where attendance has fallen below 95% or even 90%. I met this week with our link 

attendance officer at Dorset Council to discuss our school attendance. Our first aim where there is a 

concern over attendance, is to work together with families to see where we can help to improve this, and 

we will be sending letters home to some parents about this next week. 

 

Learning Highlights  

Coneys chose a lovely day to go for their Spring Welly Walk to Marshwood village and Foxdown Farm. They 

looked at different types of houses, comparing Marshwood present and past by looking at old photographs. 

At the farm, they met the baby animals, having cuddles with them. In Art, they have investigated another 

type of house, with every child making their own igloo out of papier mache. 

The children in Lamberts have been enjoying the challenge of learning column addition. In Science, they 

have been investigating and dissecting plants. 

A spokesperson in Pilsdon explained how they had played football bowling in PE. They had rows of cones 

set up like a ten-pin bowling alley. Year 6 have also been focussing on BODMAS in Maths. 
  

House Points  

 Red Green Yellow Blue 

This Week’s Total 38 24 33 45 

Running Total This Half Term 251 258 243 247 

This Week’s Winner Blue 

  

Pupils of the Week   

Congratulations to: -  

Coneys: May Casebourne 

Lamberts: Alfred Leeds 

Pilsdon: Willow Edwards 



 

 

Mrs Hillier 
 
We have some rather sad news to report this week. After a great number of years (we won’t mention quite 
how many for now!), Mrs Hillier will be retiring at the end of the summer term. She feels Marshwood 
School needs a break from her after all this time! We, of course, feel quite the opposite and are not quite 
sure how the school will run without her! There will be plenty of time to share our appreciation and give 
her a good send-off next term but in the meantime, you can enjoy her bingo calling skills this evening at 
Thorncombe Club for the PFA Easter Bingo. 
 

Ukraine Fundraising 
 
It was fantastic to see everyone arriving at school today in their 
blues and yellows to support the people of Ukraine. We’ve been 
collecting donations for the Disasters Emergency Committee to 
support their work with those in greatest need right now. There 
are still more donations to come later today, but we’ve raised 
over £150 so far! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Golden Boot 
 
We shared our recent sporting achievements last week, but we were very 
excited today to receive a visit from Mr Jarad from Primary Sports, who 
organised the recent Acorn MAT Football Tournament. Not only did our team 
come third overall, but Ben in Year 6 was today awarded the Golden Boot for 
most goals scored across the tournament with a grand total of 11.  
Well done Ben! 
 
Science Club 
 
We are pleased to be offering an after-school science club after Easter on Tuesdays for 5 weeks. This will be 
run by an external provider and there is a cost to the club to pay for staff and resources. Please see the 
accompanying flyer for more information. The children will have a presentations about this next week and 
if this proves popular then we can look to run other similar clubs in the future. 
 

Dates to Remember 

March 

Friday 25th Easter Bingo at Thorncombe Club 

April 

Friday 8th Term Ends 

Monday 25th Staff Inset Day 

Tuesday 26th Term Begins 

  

Have a lovely weekend – hopefully the sunshine will stay with us for a 

little while longer! 

 

Peter Beare 
Acting Head of Marshwood C.E. Primary Academy 


